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SUBJECT: ITALIAN AMBASSADOR'S IMPRESSIONS OF LEBANESE SITUATION 

REE: TEL AVIV 3339 

1. PRESUME REFERENCE IS TO ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN BEIRUT, 

STEFANO D'ANDREA, WHO HAS SHOWN UNNECESSARILY FOOLHARDY INTEREST 
IN SEEING FOR HIMSELF WHAT IS GOING ON IN SOUTH LEBANON. HE 
HAS BEEN THERE TWICE DURING PAST THREE MONTHS. HE SEEMS TO BE 
UNAWARE OE PHYSICAL RISK HE IS RUNNING IN SO DOING, EVEN 
THOUGH HIS COLLEAGUES HAVE EXPRESSED TO HIM THEIR ASTONISHMENT 
AT HIS VOYAGES. ALTERNATIVELY, HE WANTS TO BE HEROIC; BELLA 
FIGURA IS NOT DEAD. 

2. MUCH OE WHAT HE SAYS DOES NOT SEEM TO US TOO FAR REMOVED 
FROM REALITY. ALTHOUGH WE TEND TO CONCENTRATE ON THE NORTHERN 
PARTITION OF LEBANON BETWEEN MARONITE AND MOSLEM, THERE IS ALSO 
PARTITION BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH THANKS TO ISRAELIS, 

PALESTINIANS AND SHIA. LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAS NO 
AUTHORITY SOUTH OF THE LITANI AND IT IS PALESTINIANS 
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WHO ARE IN CONTROL OF THAT AREA, EXCEPT FOR CHRISTIAN 
ENCLAVES IN QULAYA/MARJAYUN, AIN IBL/RUMAYSH AND 
ALMA ASH SHAAB AREAS. WHETHER IT IS EATAH OR 
REJECTIONISTS DEPENDS ON VILLAGE AND AREA. EXTENT OF 
CONTROL WAS INDICATED, WE BELIEVE, BY EVICTION OF 
CHRISTIAN FORCES FROM TAIBE. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. WE HAVE NO INDICATION, HOWEVER, THAT ARAFAT HAS 
RECEIVED CARTE BLANCE TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS AGAINST 
ISRAEL. WE DOUBT THIS VERY MUCH. ONLY PARTY IN 
POSITION TO GIVE SUCH LICENSE IS SYRIA, AND WE DO NOT 
THINK THEY WANT TROUBLE AT THIS POINT. FURTHERMORE, 
EVERYTHING WE HAVE HEARD TO DATE MAKES US BELIEVE 
ARAEAT IS INTERESTED IN KEEPING BORDER AREA QUIET, 

AT LEAST UNTIL GENEVA CONEERENCE IS HELD AND ITS 
OUTCOME, POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE, IS ASCERTAINED. 

LANE 
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